
  

 

December 2024 Newsletter 

Advent is coming….literally.  The word advent 

means coming, and that is exactly what the 

church season of Advent is about.  Jesus coming; 

Jesus coming again; Jesus coming into our hearts 

and lives; Jesus coming into the world;               

Jesus coming to Bethlehem all those centuries 

ago.   As we come to the season of Advent, there 

are many things that try to get our attention: 

getting Christmas cards in the mail, figuring          

out what gifts to get everyone, fitting all of the 

extra events on to our calendars.  But there is 

one thing that we really need to do, find ways  

to come closer to Jesus and celebrate his                    

presence in our lives. 

Our theme this year for Advent will be “O Come, Let Us Adore Him,” because while a 

lot of Advent is about Jesus coming into the world and our lives, we also need to come 

to him.  As we work at coming to Jesus to adore him, we will look at how we need 

to prepare ourselves and the world to meet him, the ways that we need to 

have passion about our connections to God in Christ, how our being present to others 

can help us and others adore Jesus, and the promise that is present in our preparations 

for the world to come meet Christ born again into this world. 

As we come to this season of the church, preparing to meet Jesus again for the first 

time, may we all find ways in our daily lives to come and adore the new born king and 

see how he changes this weary world, and us, into a world and people that rejoice.  

In Christ, 

From the Pastor... 
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Cake Kits for Food Pantries 

On Sunday, December 8, we will be putting together 

Birthday Cake kits to give to Food Pantries. These 

kits contain everything you need to make a birthday 

cake—mix, frosting, candles, sprinkles—in a cake 

pan.  Mission will give these to our area food           

pantries we support.  

No donations needed—just come and have some fun! 

Our November Project 

Our November Mission opportunity is with 

Christmas Clearing Council.  We have partnered 

with them in the past and are looking forward   

to partnering with them again to help make a 

family's Christmas a little brighter.  

 We have been matched with a family consisting 

of a single mother and her four children.  Marcia and Mike are spearheading this project 

and Marcia has been in contact with the family and is in the  process of compiling what 

they would want/need for Christmas.  If you are donating money or purchasing gifts, 

please bring them to church by Sunday, Dec 8. Please contact Marcia with any questions 

and look for more information. 

Christmas Joy Offering 

On Sunday, December 22, we collect the last of the Four for Four of-

ferings for the PC (USA).  

The Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished Presbyterian              

tradition since the 1930s. The Offering distributes gifts equally to the 

Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions and to Presbyterian-

related schools and colleges equipping communities of color. The    

Assistance Program provides critical financial support to church 

workers and their families. Presbyterian-related schools and colleges 

provide education and leadership development while nurturing       

racial and ethnic heritage.   
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Did You Know that We Have Affiliate Membership? 

If you are a regular attender here at Living Hope, but have a congregation that you have 

been a member at for a long time and don’t want to change your membership, you can 

become an Affiliate Member of Living Hope.   

Affiliate membership recognizes the relationship that you have with Living Hope         

without  having to give up the relationship that you have with your congregation.           

Unfortunately, being an affiliate member doesn’t allow you to serve on the session 

(church board) or as a deacon, but there are many other ways that you can get involved 

here at Living Hope.  

If you have questions about or are interested in Affiliate Membership, please talk with 

Pastor Will or one of the members of the session.  If you decide that you would like to 

join as an affiliate member, we will send a letter to your home congregation letting them 

know about your desire to become an affiliate member and that we are here to help them 

as they continue to care for you as a member of their congregation.  We will also have a 

new members/affiliate class in January, where we will talk more about what it means to 

be a Presbyterian and also go over the details of both full membership and affiliate            

membership. 
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Monday Bible Study 
Mondays at 9:45 AM 

Join us for a discussion about the coming Sunday’s    

lectionary readings either in-person in Fellowship Hall 

or watch on  Channel 966.  We will be off Dec 23 and 

30 and resume Jan 6, 2025. 

  Dec 2   Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 3:1-6 for Dec 8 

  Dec 9  Zephaniah 3:14-20; Luke 3:7-18 for Dec 15 

  Dec 16  Micah 5:2-5a; Luke 1:39-55 for Dec 22 

Bible Study 

Dec 3 - Mary, Mother of Jesus -  As we approach Christmas we will spend some time 

looking at what we know and what we don’t know about the woman who agreed to 

bring the Messiah into the world and how that choice shaped her life. 

Tuesday Dec 3 at 1:30 pm  

in Fellowship Hall 

Advent Devotionals  

 Our devotional for Advent this year is 

“good news, great joy” from Augsburg 

Fortress and is based 

on the lectionary 

readings for this 

year.  

Copies are available 

at church. Advent 

starts on Sun, Dec 1.  

Winter/Spring Book Discussion 

As we wrap up our Women of the Bible        

series this month, we are planning for our 

next book discussion 

starting in January 2025 -              

Presbyterian Questions, 

Presbyterian Answers.  

Meetings will be Thurs-

days at 1:30 pm - more to 

come next month! 
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We are a connectional church…connected in faith            

to God—Father, Son, Holy Spirit. Jesus taught us that 

prayer connects us to the Divine…and to each other.   

Each month we list our faith community.  Every family 

has a date when we ask you to hold them in prayer. 

December Prayer Calendar 



6 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 Advent 1 

 
10 AM    Worship with 

Communion  
11:10 AM Mission Mtg 

2 
 
 9:45 AM Bible 

Study—CH 
 
 

3 
 
 1:30 PM  
       Women of the 

Bible 
        Mary, Mother 

of Jesus 
 

4 

  

5 
  

1 PM   CE Mtg 

6 7 
 
12:30  Visitation 
2 PM Service for 

Mary Dalton 

8  Advent 2 

 
10 AM       Worship  
11:05 AM  Congr. Mtg 
11:10 AM  Cake Kits for 

Mission  

9 
 
9:45 AM Bible 

Study—CH  
  
 
  

10 
  
 

11 12 
 
9 AM Finance 

13 
 

14 

  

15  Advent 3 

 
10 AM    Worship 
11:10 AM   Session   

16 

 

9:45 AM Bible 
Study—CH 

 

17 

 
 
 

18 

 

19 20 21 

22 Advent 4 

 

10 AM    Worship  
  

23 

 

24 Christmas Eve 

 

 

6:30 PM Candle-
light Worship 

25  26 

  

27 

  

28 

29 

 

10 AM Lessons and    
Carols 

11:05 AM Coffee Hour 

30 

 

 

31 

 

  

1 January 

 

  

2 

 

Office open 

3 4 

Will is on vacation Dec 26 thru Jan 3.  

The church office will be closed Dec 25-

through Jan 1. All offerings postmarked 

and dated by Dec 31 will be counted for 

your 2024 giving.   
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The Care and Concern of the          

Congregation is with: 

Average November Attendance   

                    In person:     42  

           Zoom/livestream:   10  

 __________________________ 

   Total Average Attendance:    52   

We cannot track who watches on Ch 966. 

Did we miss your birthday or anniversary? 

 Please let the office know so we can 

update our files. 

Birthdays 

Food Pantry Sundays 

Dec 1          Jan 6      Feb 2 

Our food pantry collection bin is now      

inside the church office hallway.  

You can access it Sunday mornings  

and office hours.  

FINANCIAL UPDATE - As of October 31, 2024
Fav/(Unfav)

Actual Budget Variance

Total Income - YTD 127,543.35$ 102,650.00$   24,893.35$   

Total Expense - YTD 151,551.33$ 138,650.00$   (12,901.33)$ 

Net Income - YTD October 31, 2024 (24,007.98)$ (36,000.00)$   11,992.02$   

Unrestricted Funds as of October 31, 2024 326,025.15$ 
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LIVING HOPE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
W156 N4881 Pilgrim Road, Menomonee Falls WI 53051 

www.LivingHopePCUSA.org 

 

Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Will Houts  Email: Pastor@LivingHopePCUSA.org 

 Office: (262) 599-8340                Cell:  (262) 949-1830   

Administrative Assistant:  Lisa Quinn Email: Office@LivingHopePCUSA.org 

 Office: (262) 599-8341       

Clerk of Session:   Kathryn Fresch       Treasurer:   Steve Sinner        Church Musician:  Teresa Ledford 

2024 Session Members:  Karl Bertram, Michael Brady Joe Fresch, Kathryn Fresch, Curtis MacDonald,                  

Mike McBride and Marcia Sinner 

2024 Deacons:    (A-B) Tom Tennyson     (C-F)  Ann Tennyson         (G-K) Diane DeBoer 

                          (L-O) Cherie Andrus—Moderator        (P-R) Karen Stephan           (S-Z) Kathy Mathews  

Brass Quintet  Sunday, Dec 15 

We welcome the Sterling and Brass            

Quintet to worship for the Third Sunday            

                                                 of Advent.  

 

 

 

 

C h r i s t m a s  E v e   

 C a n d l e l i g h t   

S e r v i c e  

D e c e m b e r  2 4  a t  6 : 3 0  P M  

 

 

L e s s o n s  a n d  C a r o l s  

S u n d a y ,  D e c  2 9  

w i t h  C o f f e e  H o u r  

Mission - December 8 

Please bring your gift donations for the 

family we are  

sponsoring -        

and after worship, 

we will be putting 

together Birthday 

Cake Kits for Food 

Pantries.  

 


